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Introduction

Beloved,

Welcome to August.
This is the Word of the Lord, “You shall not be put to shame”.

Joel 2:26 NKJV
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the Lord your God,
Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never be put to shame.

Engage the Ministry of Praise this season. Why is this important? When you praise
God, you have favour with people.

Acts 2:47 NKJV
...praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily those who were being saved.

In this month of August, favour will colour your journey. Every day shall be a day of
God’s favour.

Engage the ministry of praise and see adversity bow at your feet.
Engage the ministry of praise and see the rise of angelic intervention in your life.

Engage the ministry of praise and see the walls of opposition become doors of
opportunity.

This month, be deliberate with praising the Lord. Praise Him when it feels like and
when it does not. Praise Him at all times.

You are helped by the Lord.
His gentleness will make you great.



Feedback

This devotional has really enhanced my
development and growth in faith, | look forward
to it everyday. It is spiritual tonic to me. Thank
you so much for allowing God to use you.

- PST JEMIDE

| always look forward to reading the Compass
devotional each morning, It has been fueling me
on my journey of faith, there is always a word for
me amidst the letters

- ADEDIWURA AFOLABI

This devotional has been the one of truth
and practicality, dealing especially with the
matters of the heart and Christian attitude.

| must say that every time | read the ATOM
Daily Word it is always timely. Speaking to my
current situation or to a matter | am involved in.

God bless the set man with more wisdom and
Grace.

- ADEBIMPE ADENIRAN
LAGOS.

FUNMILAYO,

I am an eighteen year old girl who has been using
the compass devotional for over six months now.
I've been blessed immensely and the devotional
has contributed greatly to my growth as a child
of God.

May the oil upon the lives of all those making this
a success never run dry.

Thank you so much.

- BOLUWATIFE

Thank you Pastor TemilOluwa for allowing the
Lord to use you in a dynamic way in teaching His
Word and Principles too.

You reminded me of Dr Monroe.

I have been greatly humbled and blessed by your

teachings accompanied by personal experiences
which you share generously to help us.

| could remember at some point when my
relationship with my wife was quite critical, |
dread reading the Compass Devotional because
your words often come to change my mind or
perspective on the matter.

| deeply appreciate your ministries and I'm
greatly blessed by your balance approach to the
scripture.

More Grace and Coverage in Jesus Mighty
Name!

I've really been blessed by the daily devotion. |
came across it through my friend OMOLOLA. It
was the period of teaching “Stay in Joy no matter
what”.

| was elevated and encouraged because
it was really a tough period for me
| was battling with a whole lot in my home,
Marriage and life. | was having suicide thoughts
and depression. | felt my relationship with God
weakening cos it was so thick around me until |
read stay in Joy no matter what.

And it has helped me tremendously in shaping
most of my decisions that has to do with destiny
and all. Thank you sir and ma for being a great
blessing tool.

The devotional has helped to deepened my
faith, | have found encouragement, Growing in
relationship with God and people.

God bess you.

Thank you for this and more always.
We always look forward to God’s word and
instruction through your devotionals. This has
kept us in shape and in check.

Please don't loose strength sir, you are blessing
lives daily by the grace of God over your life sir.

God bless and Renew your strength greatly sir.
We say thank you



VALUE GOD’S VOICE OVER

REPUTATION

As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden

your hearts as you did in the rebellion.

ome years ago, while still living

with my parents, | was looking

for the car key one morning.
After a long search, | realized | had
locked it in the car. | walked over to
my Dad, explained the situation to
him, and he gave me the spare key,
but not without a warning not to be
careless. | apologized.

But like a setup, the same incident
repeated itself that week. Dad was
aware, but | told him | would find the
key. Now that | knew where the spare
key was. | took it and returned it after
| opened the car.

| thought it was a done deal, but
the next day, Dad asked, “Temi,
where did you see the key to the car
yesterday?” In a split second, | have
a blanket answer, “It was just lying
somewhere.” We both left for work.

As | sat in the office, the conviction
of the Holy Spirit took over: “Did you
just lie to your Dad?” | admitted my
wrong. But the Holy Spirit was not
done. He said, “Send a message to
tell him the truth.” “Ah, Holy Spirit,
how would my dad see me? | just
settled down to pastor full-time. Holy
Spirit, | have admitted | am wrong
already.”

The room went quiet. | knew the Holy
Spirit withdrew. | picked up my phone
and sent a text apologizing for lying
and | told him the truth. | had peace
of mind immediately.

If you choose reputation over the
correction of the Holy Spirit, you will
not grow as a believer, and you will
run into a lot of trouble eventually. Do
not train your heart in disobedience.
It is not wise.

That was the error of King Saul.
He wanted public honour in his
disobedience. He chose reputation
over obedience:

1 Samuel 15:22, 30 NLT

[22] But Samuel replied, “What is
more pleasing to the Lord: your
burnt offerings and sacrifices or
your obedience to his voice? Listen!
Obedience is better than sacrifice,
and submission is better than offering
the fat of rams.

[30] Then Saul pleaded again, ‘I
know | have sinned. But please, at
least honour me before the elders
of my people and before Israel by
coming back with me so that | may
worship the Lord your God.”

Build character!

CONFESSION

| am open to correction from the Holy
Spirit. | respond swiftly to the Holy Ghost’s
instructions. | prioritize the voice of God
always.



VALUE GOD’S VOICE ABOVE

POSITION

bout two years into ministry,
AI was teaching in a midweek

service. | made a reference
in scriptures about the women who
showed Saul the way to Prophet
Samuel’s house and the volume of
words that was used. A young man
in church said, “They are all like that.”

Without thinking twice, | clapped
back, asking, “Does that include your
mum and sister?” He said, “No.” |
“taught him a lesson” and continued
teaching.

The next morning, as | went to the
place of prayer, the Holy Spirit told
me that | was wrong and | should
apologize immediately to the young
man. | called him and apologized. He
said he was not offended. But it was
about the Holy Ghost and me.

That Sunday, | told the church that
| apologized for what happened on
Tuesday. A young man walked up
to me after service and said, “Thank
you, sir, for apologizing. From today,
you are my pastor.” | was amazed.

Beloved, no matter the position you
have attained, value the correction of
the Holy Spirit above your position. If
you are older but you are convicted
by the Spirit about a matter, go and
apologize for it.

My parents have walked into my room
after midnight as a teenager before

Text: Romans 8:14 NKJV

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

to apologize about a matter. They
are totally submitted to the Spirit.
They walked in and realized that |
had written on my wall, “It is better to
live on the streets than live in a home
where you are not appreciated.”
Then | added a note, “Today, Mum
called me a lazy pig.” | dated it and
added time. How many children have
been torn apart because parents did
not respond to the prompt to make
things right?

Be led by the Spirit.
Value that voice above position.

When you know you are wrong, it is
integrity not to cover it up. Please,
make things right. Simple things
really matter.

Song of Solomon 2:15 NKJV

Catch us the foxes, the little foxes
that spoil the vines, for our vines
have tender grapes.

Just like the grapes, your heart must
remain tender. Deal with the little
foxes of pride or entitlement that can
ruin your walk with God.

CONFESSION

| cut off little foxes from operating in my life. |
am not led by the flesh. | am led by the Holy
Spirit.



VALUE GOD’S VOICE ABOVE
YOUR APPETITE

Text: Deuteronomy 21:20 NKJV

And they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is

stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton

and a drunkard.’

| sat at the table and enjoyed the

meal. Then, | asked for another
helping, especially for the well-spiced
meat. The moment she set it before
me, | had a prompt not to eat it, but
| did. The meal was too sweet to
ignore.

Irewamiri made an amazing meal.

| could not wake up at the right time
that | would normally wake up. Even
when | eventually woke up, | could
not pray as | should. | was at the
mercy of my stomach.

| remember the story of a father in
the faith who said he was served a
sumptuous meal. It was pounded
yam. The Holy Spirit told him not to
eat, but he ignored it because he did
not want to disappoint his host. He
ate it.

When he finished eating the meal,
they rushed in to inform him that his
sister needed prayers. She was in
critical condition. At that moment, he
knew why the Holy Spirit wanted him
to stay light. He ran to the backyard
and forced himself to vomit all he had
eaten while repenting. He then went
to pray for his sister. God’s mercy
intervened, and the tables turned.

Anyone God will use greatly will
pass the test of food. Adam failed
the “You shall not eat” test. He lost
his place. David would have ruined
his journey to kingship because
Nabal refused to give him and his
men provisions. Daniel and his

friends refused to defile themselves
with the king’s portion. The Israelites
murmured about food and prolonged
their stay in the wilderness. Do you
remember the young prophet who
returned to have a meal against the
instructions of the Lord? The day he
rose to prominence was the day he
also perished. The last Adam, Jesus,
was hungry but would not succumb
to the temptation of turning stones
into bread.

We are warned about our appetite.
The book of Hebrews warned us
clearly that we should not be like
Esau:

Hebrews 12:16-17 NKJV

[16] lest there be any fornicator or
profane person like Esau, who for one
morsel of food sold his birthright. [17]
For you know that afterwards, when
he wanted to inherit the blessing, he
was rejected, for he found no place
for repentance, though he sought it
diligently with tears.

Do not let food become the trap that
hinders the fulfillment of your destiny.
Cry to the Lord, Lord, help me!

CONFESSION

I am not ruled by appetite. | have an
appetite for obeying God'’s instructions.



“l WON°T LIE TO YOU?”

I am the Lord. | have spoken; it shall come to pass; | will

do it. I will not go back; | will not spare; | will not relent...

e were about to drive out for just
Wsome minutes when Olive ran

to her mum saying, “l want to
go with you”. She was not appropriately
dressed. Her mum told her to go dress
up. She ran inside with such speed to
pick a dress and a pair of shoes.

While she dressed up, she heard the
sound of the door and began to run and
cry, thinking she had been left behind. |
kept reassuring her that Mum was still
around. At a point, Mum walked back in
and said to her, “l am still here. | would
not lie to you that | am waiting for you.
Is that okay?” She nodded with a smile.

We looked at each other and smiled.
Why? We remembered the days when
older ones used the trick of “Go get your
shoes” to leave us behind.

First, it may be a long time since you
were asked, but are you ready to go with
the Lord when He shall appear? Will you
still be looking for something? Will you be
like Jesse’s other sons, whom Samuel
had to tell, “Go and sanctify yourself’?
They needed notice, yet they were not
chosen for kingship.

Or will you be like David, who came
straight from the field and did not need to
be told to get sanctified? He was living a
sanctified life. He needed no emergency
preparation. He was ready for the day of
the Lord’s appointment for him in destiny.
His daily living was sanctified living. It is
better to live ready than just get ready.

A time is coming when there will be no
room to make any adjustments. While
the five virgins sought emergency oil, the

door was shut. We are urged to live” like
men waiting”. Will you be ready when the
Lord shall come?

Second, as you go out today, | want you
to know that God will always keep his
promise. He is your Father and He will
never lie to you.

God is not like people. He tells no lies. He
is not like humans. He doesn’t change
his mind. When he says something, he
does it. When he makes a promise, he
keeps it.

Numbers 23:19 GW

You can count on the promise of God. It
will come to pass. His Word is His bond.
It is impossible for God to lie:

that by two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before us:

Hebrews 6:18 KJV

Do not let the situation derail you.

Do not let the challenges derail you.

Do not let the promise of alternative
comfort outside of God’s plan derail you.

He cannot lie to you!

CONFESSION

| believe the word of God. | believe the
promises and purpose of God for my life. |
believe my Lord to the uttermost!



hen my colleague during the National
WYouth Service Corps got to know

towards the end of our stay in Akwa
Ibom State that the Lord would have me focus
on ministry full-time, he made a very profound
statement that keeps ringing in my mind-
“Pastor Temi, please do not call me when
there are small needs in the ministry. Please
notify me when there is a huge need. That is
what | want to be a part of”.

Every time he sees a need to date (an
amazing 12 years down the line), he is always
eager to be a part of it.

First, are you always true to your words?
Do you have the integrity of words? Some
people simply go around saying things to
make people feel good, but when reality hits,
their words vanish like vapour and they are
nowhere to be found. Be careful when you
make vows and commitments.

There is a description that the Bible gives for
the man who will ascend the hill of the Lord:

They always do what they promise, no matter
how much it may cost.
Psalm 15:4 GNT

It is better if you keep quiet, especially when
you know it will be difficult for you to keep your
word. Many have made promises that they
cannot keep:

Think before you speak, and don’t make any
rash promises to God. He is in heaven and
you are on earth, so don’t say any more than
you have to. So when you make a promise to
God, keep it as quickly as possible. He has
no use for a fool. Do what you promise to do.
Better not to promise at all than to make a
promise and not keep it.

Ecclesiastes 5:2, 4-5 GNT

Do not make “political statements”. Be a
man of your word. Let people know that you
have the integrity of your words. It is a good
testimony.

IFAMAN DOES NOT
DISAPPOINT...

Text: Romans 3:4 NKJV

Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar...

Second, if a man can keep his word no matter
how hard it is, how much more is the Lord God
himself?

God honours His Word more than even his
name. For the word of God will never fail.

(Luke 1:37 NLT). The Word of the Lord does
not return to Him void:

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow
from heaven, And do not return there, But
water the earth, And make it bring forth and
bud, That it may give seed to the sower And
bread to the eater, So shall My word be that
goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to
Me void, But it shall accomplish what | please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which |
sent it.

Isaiah 55:10-11 NKJV

Do not forget the powerful lines of this song:
You are Good, you are kind

You are more than these

I’'m lost for words trying to describe you
Elohim, El-elyon, Aleselewi

Your Greatness is all | see

There is nothing you cannot do

There’s no mountain you cannot move
If you have said it

Then you will do it

Cause You have a Track record

Of keeping Words

And you’re not about

To stop doing it now...

God has a Track Record of Keeping His word.
Go and verify!

CONFESSION

| trust in the Lord. | believe in His word
for my life’s journey. | enter into my
promise.



DAY
06

THERE ARE STILL GENUINE
PROPHETS

Text:2 Chronicles 20:20 NKJV

...Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established;

believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.

hen she finished leading worship in
Wour convention years ago, the guest

minister was about to preach. He
paused and called her. He asked about her
husband. Fortunately, he was in the meeting.
He said to them, “I do not know you but thus
says the Lord, ‘In nine months, you will have
your baby’.

They had been married for about 4 years and
trusted God for a baby. That was in March. The
baby boy landed the last week of December. It
was exactly nine months.

Beloved, there are still genuine Prophets and
the Gifts of the Spirit are still actively at work
in our midst.

Men have abused spiritual things. There are
fakes, | agree but the presence of the fake is
proof that there is an original.

If you despise all spiritual gifts and you despise
Spiritual offices because of the fakes you have
encountered, you will shut yourself out of a
certain dimension of God’s redemptive plan
for your life.

You will be a great Christian but there will
be dimensions you will not enjoy. You will
be content with normal life but supernatural
dimensions will be closed in your life.

Why? How you perceive and receive Offices
and Gifts comes with its reward.

He who receives a prophet in the name of a
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And
he who receives a righteous man in the name
of a righteous man shall receive a righteous
man’s reward.

Matthew 10:41 NKJV

How then do | know the genuine and not get
swindled by the fake? It is simple. Check the
fruits and not just the gift. Jesus told us clearly:

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their
fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes
or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a
bad tree bear good fruit. Therefore by their
fruits, you will know them.”

Matthew 7:15-18, 20 NKJV

What are the fruits to look out for?

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Against such, there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV

Is he walking in love?
Is he controlled by greed?
Is he trying to sleep with me?

No genuine servant of the Lord would display
fruits that are not of the spirit. Do not be carried
away by gifts. Check for fruits.

CONFESSION

I am not a victim of wrong prophecies and
fake prophets. | am led by the Holy Spirit.



PRAYERS

WINDOWS FOR ANSWERED

Text: Proverbs 11:24 NKJV

There is one who scatters, yet increases more; And there is one

who withholds more than is right, But it leads to poverty.

story shared stuck with me from my
Nays in Uyo during my National Youth
ervice: It was said of a Christian brother
who was a businessman and quite blessed.
He had an amazing family. Unfortunately,
he stood as a guarantor for someone who
defaulted on some heavy transactions. He
went from wealthy to struggling in weeks.
Things went really badly. He sold almost all
that he had. The only car he had left was in
really bad shape.

He decided to take a retreat. He travelled to
Lagos to spend time seeking the face of God.
He was to fly back to base. It was the days
when cellular phones were uncommon and
the processes at the airport were not digital.
There were always queues.

While he waited at the departure lounge, a
man beside him from the Northern part of
our country was making a call and ran out of
airtime. He looked concerned. It seems the
call was very important. There was no way he
could walk out to get airtime and come back in
to continue making his calls.

Out of kindness, the brother offered him his
cellular phone. The man was shocked and
grateful. He made all his calls and returned
the phone. They got talking. The northerner
was a manufacturer who needed the materials
that the company of the man supplied. They
struck a deal.

By the time the man was sharing the testimony
of the turnaround, he said, “God has so
blessed me that if my grandchildren decide
not to work, we would still have money.”

He was coming from a retreat where he prayed
for a turnaround. What was the window that
God opened for him? The opportunity to give.

Remember, when God answers our prayers,
he opens to us windows of opportunity. One
such window is the opportunity to give. What

if the man was not kind enough to give his
phone?

Do you remember the story of David when
he was trusting God for the restoration of
all he lost also at Ziklag? He had prayed to
God. They were already on the trail of the
Amalekites.

His men spotted a man who was quite weak
and abandoned to die on the way. They
stopped and offered him a meal.

1 Samuel 30:12 NLT

They also gave him part of a fig cake and two
clusters of raisins, for he hadn’t had anything
to eat or drink for three days and nights.
Before long, his strength returned.

When his strength returned, he gave them all
the intelligence needed to recover everything
they had lost. They got it all and even much
more.

When you have prayed, watch out for
opportunities to give:

You may be trusting God for a scholarship
worth thousands of dollars, and you have an
opportunity to bless a child whose fees are
just a few thousand in Naira. Be sensitive.

While we were building our church auditorium,
we were also giving to other ministries doing
the same or just starting out, once the Lord
gives such opportunities.

When the window to give opens up, do not
take it for granted. Be very sensitive.

CONFESSION

I am sacrificial in giving. | am sensitive to
a door of answered prayers. | am never
stranded.



MEN BOW

08

THREE THINGS THAT MAKE

Text: Revelations 21:7 NKJV

He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God

and he shall be My son.

he only money | had in the office
I that day was the church offering.
It was the first few weeks after
church started. | needed to help a friend
make a call and | had no airtime. It was
hard not to “borrow” from the money. It
was also hard not to rationalize and take
a little for airtime. My friend got offended
and disappointed in me.

The very next day after that pressure to
dip my hands into church funds, | got a
call from a dear friend who mentioned
that he would love to partner with the
ministry monthly.

Friends, you will face situations that
make men bow. You must not.

Ex. 20:5 says that “You shall not bow
down to them nor serve them...” You may
not be bowing to idols but are you bowing
to pressure to compromise, pleasure
and even persecution? What will make
a generation that has seen the power of
God like no other bow to another god?
Same as what makes many seek other
options than God:

1. PRESSURE: When men wait on God
and for God and they feel God is not
showing up, they bow to pressure. They
settle for quick fixes. They try to help
God. At a point on the journey of waiting,
Abraham was also pressured into
sleeping with Hagar while waiting for the
promise. He ended up with something
that troubled the promise.

2. PLEASURE: Pleasure has ruined
more lives than persecution. Men seek to
forget God when the journey is smooth.

Daniel said no to “defiling food”. Esau
caved in. Joseph said No to “Free but
costly sex”. Samson Caved in.

Jesus said No to Devilish Wealth. Judas
embraced it.

3. PERSECUTION: Some are
threatened out of faith in God- loss of
jobs, denial of funding, death threats
etc. Paul went through many threats but
stood for God. Shadrach, Meschach and
Abednego refused to bow in Babylon.
When persecution and pressure do
not work, the devil tries a more subtle
weapon, which is pleasure. When an
external attempt fails, implosion can
work. Balaam tried cursing Israel. When
it failed, they turned to the weapon of
seduction.

In the last days, the love of many will wax
cold (Matt. 24:12). Is yours cold?

CONFESSION

I do not give room for pressure. | do not
trade my destiny for pleasure. | overcome
persecution.



DAY
09

YOU CANNOT EAT FROM THERE!

Text: Hebrews 6:12 NKJV

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through

faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

that my daughter had dipped her

hand inside a waste basket. She
picked up a maize cob and was about
to put it in her mouth when | saw her. |
quickly grabbed it from her and said to
her, “Olive, you cannot eat from there”.

As | stepped out of the room, | noticed

If you are well pastored, you cannot feed
on junk. It is the assignment of teachers
and fathers as delegated shepherds
to ensure you lie down only in green
pastures. A good shepherd will never
allow the sheep to lie down and eat what
will upset their stomach and hinder their
growth.

If you see anyone whose life looks like a
spiritual junkyard, you do not have to look
far- such a person is far from teachers.

The writer of Hebrews gave an
admonition that is a solid warning for us
all on the journey of faith:

Remember your leaders, who spoke
the word of God to you. Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate
their faith. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. Do not
be carried away by all kinds of strange
teachings. Hebrews 13:7 -9a NIV

Your decisions in life become easy when
you take your compass from the Word of
God and the examples of your teachers
in life and destiny.

When a member of the body is
disconnected from the joints of the body,
it brings pain to the body. A lot of those
who transfer junks are disconnected

from the joint.

A teacher like Paul would teach and
also stand as a model of what has been
taught so he can say, “Follow me as |
follow Christ”. It is easier to say, “Do not
eat what | don’t eat” than to find a cure
for poison.

A teacher is more than just an instructor.
They are our compass when it comes to
critical decisions in life. If you lose track
of your teachers, you will be carried
away by all kinds of strange teachings.

When you want to make critical decisions,
do you remember any example based
on God’s Word that your teacher gave
or that you have seen in his or her life?
If you cannot, you are far from your
teachers.

When you are far from your teachers,
your decisions will look strange- it will
show that it has a different spirit! Do not
get carried away.

Or else, you will sit at the table with Jesus
but you will be thinking of the words of
the Pharisees and Sadducees. That
is how Satan gets the room to operate
through a man!

Retrace your steps. Do not get carried
away!

CONFESSION

| enjoy the blessings of teachers. | am
trainable. | follow godly models.



ARE YOU A GREAT STEWARD OF
RESOURCES?

Text: Mathew 13:12 NIV

Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance.

Whoever does not have, even what they have, will be taken from them.

e had a few days to go, yet there
Wwas still a lot to be done on the
project site. The next phase
needed quite some funds. We had to
purchase things for electrical and plumbing

accessories.

We all prayed and gave thanks before
we left the site that night. By the time we
returned in the morning, we had almost all
the funds needed.

As | strolled on-site, still giving thanks, we
received the exact amount needed to take
care of the balance. Our joy was palpable.
God showed up. Yes, He did.

But here is the amazing part: | sent a
message to the person who sent the seed
and the response still rings in my heart
to date: “You are an amazing steward of
God’s resources”. It challenged me heavily.

Beloved, God looks at your stewardship
before He increases the resources around
you. If you are not faithful to one man, you
will not be faithful to a hundred men. If you
are not faithful with one dollar, you cannot
be faithful with one thousand dollars.

If you are a minister of the gospel (this
will help a businessman or woman also),
please separate the resources of the
ministry from your resources. Do not mix
it up. Let there be accountability over the
resources of God’s people. Please, even
if the offering is two hundred and sixty-five
naira and you knew you gave two hundred
naira as a pastor, do not complain. Do not
grumble. It is not your money. Treat it with
honour. It belongs to God.

Apostle Paul made it clear that one of the
requirements of a Kingdom Steward is
faithfulness. You must be faithful!

Moreover, it is [essentially] required of
stewards that a man should be found
faithful [proving himself worthy of trust].

1 Corinthians 4:2 AMPC

There was a time when Apostle Paul
had to administer the resources of God’s
people, we did not take things for granted.
He ensured that a team of efficient and
faithful men handled the funds and he gave
his reasons:

And we are sending along with him the
brother, who is praised by all the churches
for his service to the gospel. What is
more, he was chosen by the churches to
accompany us as we carry the offering,
which we administer to honour the Lord
himself and to show our eagerness to help.
We want to avoid any criticism of the way
we administer this liberal gift. For we are
taking pains to do what is right, not only in
the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes
of man.

2 Corinthians 8:18-21 NIV

They did not handle God’s money like
their personal money. They did this for two
reasons:

+ To avoid criticism about how the funds
were managed,

» To ensure that they do what is right before
God and man.

There is a tendency to mismanage divine
resources when you are not deliberate
about stewardship and faithfulness. Please
be deliberate.

CONFESSION

| am not wasteful. | am prudent in managing
God'’s gifts. | am a good steward of resources.



GOSPEL

ANYTHING IT TAKES FOR THE

Text: Romans 1:16 NKJV

For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God

to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for

the Greek.

undergraduate, | would invite friends to

join me in meetings in the land of Eruwa.
At times, | was the host. At times, it was in my
parents’ church.

Back in the day, while | was still an

On one such occasion, | had the honour of
hosting a friend. When we got to town, he
had a necklace around his neck. Just before
we stepped into the church, | spotted it. |
pulled him aside and said, “My brother, | have
nothing against your necklace but if you desire
indeed to minister to this congregation, would
you be kind enough to remove it so there is no
restrain in their heart and the atmosphere as
they observe you”.

His response stuck with me. He said, “My
brother sir, | am removing it right away. | will
do anything for the gospel”. He ministered
powerfully and there was a free course for the
Spirit of the Lord.

(This is not an argument for wearing or not
wearing trousers, using jewellery, or any other
matter like it. Our mindset when we were
growing up was that attachment was made
from the pit of hell. If a lady wears a pair of
trousers, she is a prostitute trying to seduce
men. Do you get the context now?)

There are times when you would have to
sacrifice personal preference for the sake of
the gospel. There are times when it is pure
wisdom to know the culture of the community
you are ministering to and make adjustments
(as long as they are not sinful adjustments).
You are doing it for Jesus!

One of the greatest hindrances to the move of
the Spirit is the reign of the flesh. The flesh will
always argue because of its tradition. Peter
argued because he would never go near a
gentile. God had to first work on his mindset
before he could send him to Cornelius. | am
sure Peter was concerned about his image as
a high-ranking Apostle, but his love for Christ
was bigger than the sentiments of his culture.

| have missionary friends who share
experiences that take guts to go through for
the Lord. If it is about self, the gospel of Christ

will be trapped in our holy huddles. Is it the
water they drink or they bathe with? Is it the
places they lay their heads? Yet God shows
himself faithful. They return with a huge
harvest of souls for the kingdom.

| have ministered in churches where there are
certain rules and regulations — we remove
our shoes before we get in, and some have
both genders seated separately. We do not
argue. We simply comply. May | not become a
hindrance to the gospel of Christ.

Itis not wise to say, “That is who | am. | cannot
change for any reason. If they cannot accept
me as | am, then | am not interested”. Why
would you let “self” hinder you from kingdom
exploits? Do not let it happen.

Apostle Paul said, “Even though | am a free
man with no master, | have become a slave
to all people to bring many to Christ. When |
was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring
the Jews to Christ. When | was with those
who follow the Jewish law, | too lived under
that law. Even though | am not subject to the
law, | did this so | could bring to Christ those
who are under the law. When | am with the
Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law,
| too live apart from that law so | can bring
them to Christ. But | do not ignore the law of
God; | obey the law of Christ. When | am with
those who are weak, | share their weakness,
for | want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, | try
to find common ground with everyone, doing
everything | can to save some. | do everything
to spread the Good News and share in its
blessings.” 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NLT

Do not become a sinner to save sinners. Find
a common ground. Make sacrifices. Do it for
Christ.

CONFESSION

| make sacrifices for the gospel. The gospel
of Christ will not be mocked through me. | am
kingdom-minded always.



out...

town and | was already late for our evening

service. | was stopped at a police checkpoint.
When the policeman asked me to introduce
myself and asked about what | do, | reasoned
| would not be delayed if | said | am a lawyer. |
introduced myself as a lawyer. The police officer
was impressed definitely and asked me to go.

I n the early days of ministry, | was driving into

Afew seconds later, the Holy Spirit asked me the
same question again, “What do you do?” | knew |
had messed up. | said, “l am a Pastor”. He asked,
“Why did you introduce yourself as a lawyer?” |
repented but not without a silent conviction by the
Holy Spirit telling me that “The call of God on my
life was honourable”

Moses, a wanted man who committed a capital
offence and went into exile, returned to Egypt,
and the laws and the gods of the land could not
place a finger on him. He kept walking in and
out of the presence of Pharaoh and spoke as an
advocate for others in the same courtroom that
should be asking for his head.

Did it ever cross Pharaoh’s mind to pick him up,
try him and sentence him? He did not even need
all that process. Pharaoh was the law of the land.

Moses went back as a man on assignment who
had met with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. The calling was his defence. If he had
returned as a military man with swords and all,
he would have been eaten alive.

Beloved, never joke with the honour and
preservation of being loved, chosen, and called
by God. It is backed by dignity and not shame. It
is backed by grace.

Do you know that Aaron the High Priest did not
die until the priestly robe was removed from him?

And Moses stripped Aaron of his [priestly]
garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And
Aaron died there on the mountain top; Numbers
20:28 AMPC

This year, do not joke with priesthood! You are a
priest of the Most High God. Do you know what
priesthood entails?

WHAT I TOLD A POLICE OFFICER!

Text: Leviticus 6:12 NKJV

And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be put

You must not joke with your God. Fear God.
Priests do not joke with the one who called and
appointed them. Do not take God for granted. Eli
did. The consequence is better imagined.

You must not joke with the Altar. Fellowship must
be consistent. It is a continuous affair. The altar
must never be abandoned. The altar of a priest is
never taken with levity.

You must not be found in profane things. To
be saved, it was faith you needed. To remain
usable and sendable as a priest, you need purity.
Whoever calls on God will be saved but when it
comes to vessels to use, God has a choice. He
chooses.

Depart! Depart! Go out from there, touch no
unclean thing; Go out from the midst of her, be
clean, you who bear the vessels of the Lord.
Isaiah 52:11 NKJV

As a priest, there are things that you must never
be caught doing. They are forbidden to you.

Priests do not wear nonsense. God prescribed
priestly garments for dignity and honour (Exodus
28:2). You cannot be splashing private parts in
people’s faces and keep shouting “To God be all
the glory”. Choose whose side you are on.

Priests are not the ones to spit vulgar words.
Your words must be graceful. You do not have
to sound profane to be relevant. Choose your
words wisely.

From now on, take the compass of your life from
your calling. It is dignifying. It has the covenant of
protection therein. You are the redeemed of the
Lord. Do not just say so. Act so. Talk so. Walk so.
Dress so. Represent Jesus well!

CONFESSION

| do not joke with my Altar. My fellowship
with God shall be consistent.



WHEN RESTING BECOMES
DANGEROUS

Text: Psalm 13:3 KJV

Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest |

sleep the sleep of death.

here was a season when |

I thought | had worked a whole
lot and | needed to take some

rest. However, before | knew it, |
was already moving from resting
to indulgence. Devotion dropped.
Sleeping increased. | was also
getting lost in movies and social
media. | kept saying, “l want to rest”.

Rest is great. Rest might be needed.
However, you must know when rest
becomes a trap for your spiritual
growth, awareness and sensitivity.

David might have fought many
battles and needed some deserved
rest but the rest became a trap
for his soul. That rest became the
landmine for greater troubles.

“Late one afternoon, after his midday
rest, David got out of bed and was
walking on the roof of the palace.
As he looked out over the city, he
noticed a woman of unusual beauty
taking a bath.” 2 Samuel 11:2 NLT

If yourrestis leading you into trouble,
you need to apply the brakes and
get into reset mode.

You must know when rest is enough.
Rest must not become spiritual
slumber. When Sisera, a military
commander, slept, he could be
cheaply killed by a woman.

“But Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent
peg and seized a hammer in her
hand, and went secretly to him and
drove the peg into his temple, and it
went through into the ground; for he
was sound asleep and exhausted.
So, he died.” Judges 4:21 NASB

Every sensitive spiritual soldier must
know that the day after the battle is
more sensitive than the day before
the battle.

Peradventure, one thing thatis worse
than resting at the wrong time is
resting in the wrong place. Samson’s
rest was in Delilah’s bosom. It came
with costly consequences.

You can rest from activities but never
rest from your sensitivity. You can
rest from activities but never rest
from awareness. You can rest from
serving tables but never rest from
the ministry of the word and prayer.

CONFESSION

I do not find rest in the wrong spot. | am
strengthened by the power of God.



a Mathematics textbook called the New

General Mathematics. It was full of
exercises. The unique thing was that it had
answers on the last pages of the book. The
reason for the answers was to confirm if the
solution was right or wrong after the student
must have practised.

In our secondary school days, we used

But we had a different reason for it: we would
always check it once the exercise became
difficult. Then we tried to align our calculations
with the solution. At one point, my friend’s
father sealed that part of the book. They
were forced to work it out, and consequently
became better mathematics students. For
those of us who kept checking the back of
the book for answers, we remained average
mathematics students.

To make it more interesting, our teacher
always knew the student who skipped the
process. Why? The teacher did not just grade
the answers; he graded the process.

Get this straight: God is not just interested in
results. He is interested in the process that
got the results. Moses got a result when he
struck the rock and water flowed. Men must
have hailed him but God failed him. Why? He
used the wrong method. What made it the
wrong method? It was not according to the
instructions of God.

You must also understand this: Men who skip
the process will never become exceptional.
One of the terrible things that can happen to
a man is to enter a new season and realise
that there are lessons, training and resources
needed in the new season but should have
been picked in a previous season. That is

HARD TIMES CAN BECOME
SPRINGBOARDS

Text: Proverbs 24:11 NLT

If you falter in a time of trouble, how small is your strength!

why most people get stranded.

Do not cheat. It is better to fail honourably
while you keep a good name than you
succeed without a sense of value or integrity.
King Solomon said that a good name is better
than gold or silver.

There is a time for everything. Life responds
to principles. If you keep breaking principles,
you will be out of shape in destiny. A lot of
character deficiencies that the church gets to
address are always failures of life lessons not
picked or learnt in a domestic family.

If you do not learn self-control as a single
person, you are an apprentice adulterer. A
fornicating single will become an adulterous
married man or woman. Discipline is not
learnt in a hurry. Do not jump through
processes in life.

Go through the moments that humble
you. Learn the lessons. Failure can be a
springboard or a grave point. It depends on
how you respond to it. If you respond well,
it can launch you to a new level with greater
accuracy and better insight. If you respond
poorly, life has a way of making you repeat
the classes you failed. Life will not promote
you on trial. Work your sums. Do not cheat!
Honour process!

CONFESSION

I endure during hard times. | honour process.
I am strengthened by the Lord.



ago, returning to Eruwa to catch up

with a meeting. | must admit that |
was moving faster than usual. As | was
climbing uphill with some speed, | picked
up a prompt from the Spirit of the Lord. |
heard that still small voice saying, “Son,
slow down”. | felt it was strange but |
obeyed without hesitating. | decelerated.

Iwas on the wheels about ten years

As | climbed uphill and was about to
come downhill, | ran into a herd of cattle
at the other end. If | were at top speed,
it would have been hard to apply the
brakes. | would have most likely run into
the herd, or even if | made it into the
layby away from the road, | would have
headed into the bush. The still small
voice of the Spirit of the Lord saved my
life.

Beloved, speed without caution is
dangerous. While praying for speed,
remember the place of speed-breakers.
Imagine your finest uncle gives you
a fast-racing car as a birthday gift- the
exact type you have always wanted.
But he then announces to you that
because you love speed, he asked the
manufacturers that you would not need
the brakes. Is that a gift or a death trap?

Speed without caution is a disaster.
The desperation that does not listen to
counsel may end up as a disaster. Do
not be so excited about getting married
that you do not answer the questions of
sincere speed-breakers in your life- your
close associates, your parents, and your
pastors.

EXCITEMENT WITHOUT SENSITIVITY
IS DANGEROUS

Text: Psalm 32:8 NLT

The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for
your life. | will advise you and watch over you.

Build your sense of awareness. The
Holy Spirit is not just about speaking in
tongues; there is also such a powerful
gift called discernment. You can train
your perception to a point that it helps
in making sensitive and even simple
decisions.

Jesus Christ knew how important the
ministry of the Spirit is in the life of the
believer. He said to the disciples:

There is so much more | want to tell you,
but you can’t bear it now. When the Spirit
of truth comes, he will guide you into all
truth. He will not speak on his own but
will tell you what he has heard. He will
tell you about the future. He will bring me
glory by telling you whatever he receives
from me.

John 16:12-14 NLT

The life of the believer is sweeter when
he listens to the prompts of the Spirit.
Let me ask you- Are there times that the
inner witness and the still small voice of
the Spirit has saved you from trouble?
Think about it and give thanks today.

CONFESSION

I follow the leading of the Holy Ghost. | enjoy
divine guidance.



THE FOCUS OF THE ASSIGNMENT

Text: Acts 20:28 NIV

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy

Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of
God, which he bought with his own blood.

grandpa in the faith a simple question: “Sir,
if you were to start ministry all over again,
what would be your three major priorities?”

I n my first year in full-time ministry, | asked my

He responded with a question, “Son, are you
trying to buy land now?” | told him, “No, sir”.
He asked another, “Are you trying to buy a
new car?” Again, | responded in the negative.
I wondered what was happening when he
asked a third question, “Are you trying to build
a church now?” | said, “No, sir.”

He then answered me, “Son, if | am to start
ministry all over again, my three major
priorities will be: First, build the people.
Second, build the people. Third, build the
people”. | am sure he saw my puzzled look.
He added, “The people you build will return to
buy the land, build a church and buy the cars.
Just build the people”.

Beloved, ministry is serving people in the
name of the Lord. Ministry must be about
obeying the one who has called you and
impacting the lives you have been sent to.

The ministry of Jesus was also about
impacting lives:

After this, Jesus travelled about from one
town and village to another, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve
were with him, and also some women who
had been cured of evil spirits and diseases:
Mary (called Magdalene), from whom seven
demons had come out;

Luke 8:1-2 NIV

The lives that had been impacted became
channels of blessing to Jesus and the ministry:

Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s business
manager; Susanna; and many others who
were contributing from their own resources to
support Jesus and his disciples.

Luke 8:3 NLT

What impact are you making with your life?
Thank God for your structured income (salary
or business profits), but do you know that God
can also bless you through other means?

There is an impact on income. There is a
time when lives that your life and assignment
have blessed return with a thank you. But the
question is, “Who are you a blessing to?”

A believer who lives in the consciousness of
divine assignment will not become a stylish
beggar during festive seasons with a status
update like, “It is my birthday, and no one is
asking for my account number” or “This is
Christmas and | have not seen you show the
love of Christ to me.”

If you take your assignment seriously, you will
be surprised how God will bless you. Listen,
the primary purpose of the assignment is to
please the one who has sent you. However,
the assignment has blessings attached to it.

No impact will mean no blessings.
Low impact will mean low blessings.
High impact will produce huge blessings.

God cannot be mocked. If you are lazy with
the assignment, the field of the lazy also
produces something- weeds.

Take your eyes off what people have.
Focus on the work. Do not have a sense of
entittement. Do the work. Focus. Do not get
offended because you blessed lives and they
did not show appreciation; do more. It is a
trap. Men cannot reward you. God rewards
you if you do the work:

“And behold, | am coming quickly, and
My reward is with Me, to give to everyone
according to his work.

Revelation 22:12 NKJV

Beloved, do the work. May we not lose our
reward here on earth and in eternity. Grace.

CONFESSION

| focus on impacting lives. | am a blessing
to all around me and to those God has
given to me.



BEWARE OF WHAT CAN CORRUPT

of life.

preparing for a meeting called Bold
and Beautiful Conference. All hands
were on deck the evening before the
meeting.

I n the second year of ministry, we were

When we were done in church, a beloved
member who had a car decided to drop
off those who lived some distance from
the church. After they left, there were
three of us left- A young man who lived
beside the church, a young female
student, and I.

| told the young lady that | would drop
her off at home. She lived not too far
from church but | was concerned that it
was too late for her to walk in the dark
alone. The young man just told me,
“Good Night, Pastor”.

The Holy Spirit stepped in, and wisdom
instantly filled my soul. He said, “Why
don’t you go with the young man to
drop off the lady? You can then drop the
young man on your way home.” What
wisdom! | did exactly that.

Eruwa sleeps early. This was quite late
into the night. The question is, ” Was she
a bad girl?” No! “Was | a terrible boy?”
(Put no confidence in the flesh, but
honestly, no). The next question is the
real issue: “Can the devil sow a seed in
a 30-second drive?” Yes! If he succeeds,
he will return for the harvest.

What seeds can he sow?

First, he can sow a seed of lustful
thoughts in any of our hearts. The
scriptures say that the devil left Jesus
for an opportune time.

When the devil had finished all this
tempting, he left him until an opportune

THE ASSIGNMENT

Text: Proverbs 4:23 NKJV

Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues

time.
Luke 4:13 NIV

Never give the devil that opportunity. Do
not give him a foothold. He will always
go for more. By the way, the temptation
of a Christian brother will likely be a
Christian sister.

Second, he can sow a seed of a “bad
name.” In such a small town, if you see
a pastor dropping off a girl alone late in
the night, the devil can take advantage
of such a scenario. That is when you will
know the difference between “Pastor”
and “Paaaaaaasssstttorrr” with a
sarcastic, emphatic tone.

Do not let indiscretion destroy the
assignment before it takes off.
Passionate and sincere people have
been caught in strange demonic traps.

Listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Build principles that will safeguard your
life and testimonies. When you look
closely at men who have lasted for many
years, you will see a lot of wisdom that
has preserved them. Do not talk down
on a man’s consecration when you do
not know what is at stake. There are
heights that a man should never fall
from. May the enemy not use us as
trophies! Amen.

CONFESSION

I apply principles that guard my heart. |
do not give room to the Devil. | operate
in divine wisdom.



DAY
18

y Grandfather in the faith shared a
M powerful lesson with us once: A dear

friend of his visited him regularly in his
city. Anytime he comes, they would jointly visit
a senior minister of the gospel. After a while,
they both noticed that when they visited this
minister, they always returned discouraged.
They never discussed it.

One day, as they drove to his place, he had
a prompt that they should go back. He shook
it off because he did not know how to tell his
friend. Suddenly, his friend parked and said
he was not going to visit the man.

He wanted to persuade his friend that it
would seem somehow. His friend leaned to
the passenger’s side of the car, opened the
door and told him, “If you still want to go, No
problem. As for me, | turn back here”. At that
moment, he knew his friend was serious.
They both returned to base. They are both
great voices in the land today.

He told us that day, “When it comes to matters
of destiny, be brutal”.

Sentiments will hold you down in life and
destiny. You need to wake up from the
slumber of making choices that add no value
to your God-approved journey.

Jesus was really hard on Peter when he
suggested that the divine assignment he
came to fulfil was not going to happen.

From that time on Jesus began to explain to
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, the chief priests and the teachers
of the law and that he must be killed and

HANDLING EMOTIONS ON THE
JOURNEY TO DESTINY FULFILMENT

Text: Romans 8:14 NIV

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.

on the third day be raised to life. Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never,
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to
you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; you do not have in mind the concerns
of God, but merely human concerns.”
Matthew 16:21 — 23 NIV

Jesus told Peter he was a stumbling block
and did not have the things of God in mind.
Right after, Jesus gave a brief lecture to the
disciples on the kind of commitment that
following God’s plan would need.

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it,
but whoever loses their life for me will find it.
Matthew 16:24-25

Those are some tough words. Very tough!
Jesus ended up saying that whatever you
gain that makes you lose your soul is not
worth it- friendship, attention, public approval,
money, status!

You cannot be sent if you are sentimental.
Following God takes guts, grit and some
gusto.

CONFESSION

| am not swayed by emotions in destiny
choices. | choose the spirit’s leading.



each other.

n a Sunday morning, Irewamiri and
OI had a disagreement. As we both
passionately tried to make our points,
we seemed to misunderstand each other.
Knowing | had to get to church early, | went

in to prepare.

After a few minutes, | told her | was heading
to church and that | had left the car for her to
use while | strolled until | found a commercial
motorbike.

About a hundred metres away from the
house, the Holy Spirit said to me, “Go back
and hug her. Tell her you are sorry and that
you love her”.

| returned home immediately. | met her at the
dining area, fixing breakfast for the children. |
hugged her. | apologized. | told her that | love
her.

If your ego is more important than the
prompts of the Holy Spirit, you will destroy
many things with your stubbornness. At times,
that would include your marriage. Whatever
two believers refer to as an irreconcilable
difference is simply saying, “Our ego is more
important than forgiveness”, or at least one
party is resisting the nudge of the spirit. Either
way, ego is somewhere in the equation.

A broken husband and a broken wife can
never have a broken home. When a home
breaks, there is always an unbroken spouse.
The sacrifice of God is a broken heart and not
a broken marriage.

What does it mean to be a broken believer?
It means to be fully yielded to the Word of the
Lord and the instructions of the Holy Spirit,
even when you have your right to fight for.
Obeying God is more important than your
personal preference.

There are many homes that the Lord would

BROKEN PEOPLE DO NOT HAVE
BROKEN HOMES

Text: Romans 12:10 NLT

Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honouring

have helped, but self and its twin, selfishness,
have kicked out selflessness.

Self is promoted when personal altars of
devotion and fellowship are neglected. If you
no longer study the word and pray, ‘self’ will
get fat. Your heart will be getting hardened.
Little by little, the fence you are constructing
to shut out the Holy Spirit and divine counsel
will be completed. You should stop that
construction work now. Abandon the site and
demolish every imagination and thought that
has exalted itself above the knowledge of
God.

We demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of
God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:5 NIV

A broken man knows that it is about obeying
Christ. A broken woman knows that it is first
about holiness and not happiness. Whatever
makes you holy has the joy of the Lord in it.

Are you a broken husband?
Are you a broken wife?

Your answer determines a lot- Will it be a
broken home?

Someone has to stand up and do the
same thing | did. Go and hug your spouse.
Apologize. Confess your love. Kick out ego.
Begin afresh.

CONFESSION

My home is a godly model. | do not raise a
broken home.



THE RIGHTEOUS MUST BE BOLD
ABOUT THEIR VALUES

Text: Proverbs 28:1 NIV

bold as a lion.

Two of my dear Protégés had their
pre-wedding photoshoot. It was
quite a lovely one, but something
rose in me when and where | saw them

having a very intimate and seductive
dance during the shoot.

| called them up and said, “What kind
of dance is that?” They both said, “And
our hearts did not agree with it. We just
did it when the photographer requested
we do”. | told them, “You should have
resisted such a suggestion. It is your own
wedding and your convictions and not
that of the photographer”. They pulled
down that part of their video shoot.

Friend, the righteous is as bold as a lion.
Do not allow anyone to put you on the
spot where they make you feel like you
are “overdoing” things. The fact that it is
popular does not mean it is right for you.

We are not called to tolerate sin. We are
called to hate sin:

Love is to be sincere and active [the real
thing—without guile and hypocrisy]. Hate
what is evil [detest all ungodliness, do
not tolerate wickedness]; hold on tightly
to what is good.

Romans 12:9 AMP

You are not married until you are married.
You cannot be sleeping in the same bed
and room during courtship. Cohabitation
is not Christ-like. You cannot be rubbing
private parts in a video shoot; it is not
Christ-like. Hate what is evil.

There must never be a hint of sexual

The wicked flee though no one pursues, but the righteous are as

immorality among us:

But sexual immorality and all [moral]
impurity [indecent, offensive behaviour]
or greed must not even be hinted at
among you, as is proper among saints
[for as believers our way of life, whether
in public or in private, reflects the validity
of our faith]. Ephesians 5:3 AMP

An ambassador of Christ cannot and
must never be an ambassador of lust.
Let people call you names but it is better
to stand with Christ.

When anyone under the guise of a
profession suggests immorality to you,
do not be afraid. You are righteous. The
righteous are as bold as a lion. Respond
boldly. Take a stand for your faith and
conviction in Christ.

CONFESSION

I will not compromise godliness. | am an
ambassador for Christ. | am full of boldness.
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prosper.

“Pastor, | want to quit my training as an

apprentice”. He went on to mention
certain challenges that he was facing. He
wanted to quit for those reasons.

I I e walked up to me after service and said,

| smiled and told him, “You are not going to
quit. You have what it takes to endure till the
end. If you look back, you will notice a pattern.
Do you know it is not the first time you would
stop a great venture halfway?” He took a deep
breath.

Then | added, “Please, | am sorry to tell you
this: Do you notice that your dad quit many
things? If you do not fight this pattern with all
you have got, you will repeat his mistakes.”

He took heed. He pushed. He not only finished
his training, but he has gone ahead to greater
things that will change his story and that of his
lineage forever.

One of the ways that the devil defeats a
man is through the spirit of discouragement.
Discouragement at times will disguise itself as
legitimate excuses, but if you look deeply and
with insight, you will see that there is a spirit
that you must rebuke so it does not alter your
journey in life.

One key thing that having a shepherd does
for you is to take you far from want, and
restore your soul when you are down and
discouraged, while emphasizing the place of
righteousness in decision-making. At other
times, he will be there when you slide into
poor decisions as a rod of correction and
comfort. But the aim is to get you to that place
the Lord has prepared for you.

A disciple must be disciplined. A disciple must
be able to endure. A disciple must be able to
discern when the devil wants to use weariness
to introduce a strange pattern into his life. He
fights back.

Can you imagine if the young man had no
pastor? He would have made a personal

FIGHT LOOSENESS

Lazy people want much but get little, but those who work hard will

decision that
consequence.

has a great generational

There is a spirit of looseness in our times that
you must fight. There are loose mouths that
will speak anyhow. There are loose minds
that will take all sorts of junk. There are loose
clothes that show a lost state.

Beloved, you are either being harnessed
by the Lord Jesus for kingdom purposes or
you are being harvested by the devil as an
ambassador of his schemes. There is no in-
between.

Welll If you say you are neutral, let me
announce to you that it is possible to be the
devil’s tool in God’s house. Doeg the Edomite
was in the presence of the Lord, but he
returned to kill priests and their entire family
members. There is no neutrality. Neutrality
means “I am for the devil”. Will you go to
war with a soldier who says, “| am neutral”?
Neutrality is choosing the enemy side.

Being tied to the kingdom grants you ease in
decision-making. You will talk like a kingdom
citizen, and you will dress like one also. “Let
your will be done on earth” will not be lip
service, but your heart will be there.

Do not give up.

Be a disciple.

Use all the Lord has provided.
Fight looseness!

CONFESSION

I do not quit on the day of capacity. | have
staying power. | do not give up.



HOW COPYING CAN LEAD TO LESS

Text: 2 Corinthians 10:12 NKJV

For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those

who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by
themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are

not wise.

ome time ago, we were in an
Sappraisal meeting in the ministry,

looking circumspectly at the vision
and things that have driven it this far. We
concluded that there were things we lost
because we wanted to copy something
else. We concluded that “We must be
secure in our model”.

One of the things you must pray for in
life is the grace to be secure with the
revelations (insight, ideas and concepts)
that God has given you the privilege to
host and implement.

Pressure can make you leave what has
been working for you to copy what is
working for someone else. At times, the
motive is sincere, but the loss, in the long
run, is an adulterated version of what
God gave to you.

Joshua learnt from Moses. Moses
handed over to Joshua. Moses led the
people to cross the Red Sea. Joshua led
the people to cross the Jordan. Both did
it in the instructed way. They waited for
instructions.

There are times you will do exactly as
another. Elisha parted the Jordan just
like Elijah did with the cloak. However,
there are times you will do it differently.

A discerning man would therefore spend
time in fellowship with God per time to
draw the method heaven has placed a
seal on for the moment.

What opened up for Israel may bury
Egypt. You must not be in a hurry to copy.

It is good to be challenged by others but
it is better to be led by the Lord.

Maybe the giving of Barnabas challenged
Ananias and Sapphira but they got
themselves into a mess by attempting
to do the same at the level of Barnabas.
Do not kill yourself while trying to copy
someone else. You may end up less than
God intended.

Remember, those who compare
themselves to themselves are not wise.
Press in for divine inspiration. Even if it
makes no sense, stick to the plan heaven
has sown in your mind.

If you copy without the revelation behind
it, it can lead to disgrace- the sons of
Sceva can explain better! They saw
firsthand what happens to those who
copy without a mandate from God.

Be secure!

CONFESSION

I do not fall into the trap of comparison
and copying. | stay true to what God has
given me. | do not bow to pressure.



DADDY’S SLAP AND THE
BITTER PILLS

Text: Psalm 141:5 NIV

Let a righteous man strike me—that is a kindness; let him rebuke me—

that is oil on my head. My head will not refuse it, for my prayer will still
be against the deeds of evildoers.

e returned from the clinic with a
Wlarge quantity of medicine. One

thing | hated was medicine; just
the scent of it would make me vomit.
Medicine had to be taken in sweet drinks
(even then it was by force) or hidden
inside yam flour (amala).

As we sat at the table that evening, it
was time for the evening dose. | kept
looking at the medicine and shaking as
| lifted and dropped it. | repeated that
action as my mother encouraged me.
Father was simply watching.

After some time-wasting (spitting out the
medicine), | noticed a fatherly slap land
on my face. No one told me to swallow
the medicine again. Father knew it was
for my good! (I guess | recovered before
taking the medicine.)

Listen, men who are meant to help you
to fulfil destiny are not called to massage
your ego and play the “nice” game.

Imagine how Peter felt when Jesus said,
“Get thee behind me, devil”. Justimagine
that was your Pastor or Spiritual Father
or Mentor. Or “I chose the 12 of you and
one of you is a devil” (Bombshell. We
leave this wicked leader. Is that it?)

If you are flattered rather than fathered,
you will burst as fast as you swell. If you
love to hang around those who massage
your ego, your destiny is at stake.

Correction helps your destiny. If you
have not been corrected for a while by
the people you regard in your life, you

may need to ask them for a review. This
will help you confirm if they have not
simply abandoned you to your patterns
and decisions.

If you do not go through the comforting
of the Rod and the Staff of the Shepherd,
you will not get to sit at the table of
delicacies that have been prepared
before you!

Love Correction. Embrace Rebuke. The
things that you need to be all God wants
you to be could be “bitter pills”.

When next you have people who “slap
you on the face” when you refuse to
swallow the drugs that you need for
health, say thank you! Do not walk away.
You need such men!

CONFESSION

| am not easily offended. | do not despise
correction. | am guided on the path of
destiny



THE FINAL QUESTION

Text: Acts 6:3 NKJV

Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good

reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint

over this business.

pastor narrated a unique experience
A(:/nce: A young man who used to
ork in their ministry office got an
appointment with a financial institution. The
financial institution sent a reference form to
the ministry office that they had to fill out
and attest to.

After answering all questions, the final
question was, “If you get a chance to
employ him again, would you?”

That was a powerful final question. You
either had to lie or you simply tell them the
truth. If you say things like “it depends”, you
have wrecked the chances of the young
man.

What is the lesson there?

First, character counts. Joseph went
through intense tests of character:

“Until the time came to fulfil his dreams, the
Lord tested Joseph’s character.”
Psalms 105:19 NLT

One of the sterling records in scripture
about Joseph states thus:

So, Potiphar gave Joseph complete
administrative responsibility over
everything he owned. With Joseph there,
he didn't worry about a thing—except
what kind of food to eat! Joseph was a
very handsome and well-built young man
Genesis 39:6 NLT

Second, you would be tested with small
things. You will be tested with another
man’s thing or things that are not your own.
A lot of people keep failing character tests.

Third, God is looking out for men of
Character and not just men of charisma.
God knows when you speak, people
develop goosebumps but He also knows
that you cannot take your eyes off things
that are not yours. He knows that you
exaggerate your testimonies. He knows
that you borrow things but never return
them. He knows you make promises that
you do not intend to keep.

Character defects will always put limits
on a man. Men cannot trust you with
resources and God cannot trust you with
assignments.

What do you have to deal with now? Do not
use giftedness to cover the cracks. Talent
can take you to the top but only character
will keep you there.

CONFESSION

I am not of a questionable character. |
model my character after Christ’s.



“l WANT TO BECOME A DOCTOR”

Text: Proverbs 22;6 AMP

Train up a child in the way he should go [teaching him to seek

God'’s wisdom and will for his abilities and talents], Even when
he is old he will not depart from it.

what | wanted to become, | had no hesitation

in saying, “I wanted to become a Medical
Doctor”. | grew up seeing our neighbour
practise medicine in an inspiring way. His
son, |, and another childhood friend started
observing medical procedures at a very young
age - we were less than ten years.

I n my younger days, if anyone asked about

| progressed into the sciences until my third
term in Senior School Two when | ported to
the Arts. The Doctor never said a word but his
presence, drive, and results inspired a young
boy. Today, | am not a Medical Doctor but
his work ethic and visionary living are still an
inspiration.

Let’s begin with parents — Be careful who and
what you expose your children to. There are
devices to capture the hearts of children (the
next generation) heavily deployed right now.
You must be very sensitive.

It had been like that from the days of Jesus:

Then they brought him to Him. And when he
saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed
him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed,
foaming at the mouth. So he asked his father,
“How long has this been happening to him?”
And he said, “From childhood.” Mark 9:20-21
NKJV

You cannot keep watching and listening to
things that do not edify while you tell them,
“This is for adults”. If it is not healthy for your
children, do not watch it at all. Fast some
movies for the sake of their sanity.

Before you choose an event to attend, ask
yourself if it will be healthy for your children.

Before you choose a restaurant to eat at,
confirm if it will be a healthy space for the
next generation. You are a trustee. Do not
misbehave. Do not be in a hurry to turn them
into adults.

Well! You need to remember that you are also
a child of God. Most likely, if it is not good or
healthy for a child, it is not healthy for a child
of God.

Friends, there is nothing that you are exposed
to that is neutral. You are being influenced
actively daily. You only have a choice to
choose who and what gets access to your life.

Solomon warned us to guard our hearts with
all diligence because it is the spring of the
issues of life.

Amnon gave his ears to Jonadab and lost his
mind. He raped his sister and was murdered
by his brother. What a mess.

Who has your ears?

Do not partner with strange forces to raise your
seed like a Christmas chicken for slaughter.
Do not feed them with things that prepare
them to become ready tools for depravity.
Feed them for preservation, posterity, and
godly purposes.

CONFESSION

My children will live for Christ. My seeds
are preserved for Godly purposes.



IN HERE”

“DON’T BRING THAT SICKNESS

Text: Genesis 18:19 KJV

For | know him, that he will command his children and his

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD,
to do justice and judgment...

s children, anytime we got sick at
Aschool, our parents were called. As

soon as we arrived home, Mother
would say, “Temi, you know sickness is
not permitted in this house. So before you
come inside, rebuke that sickness.” You
should have seen me saying, “In Jesus’
name, | am not sick.” She would definitely
take great care of us and take us for
medical treatment. | hated injections.

There was a time Mum returned from a
conference and all three of us were sick.
She came into the children’s room that
evening and | heard her say, “Devil, you
have no space here. | rebuke you, spirit of
infirmity. Get out”. Our health was restored
that night.

Today, we do not just pray for our children
but we also pray for our parents. We now
remind them of that strong faith in their
ageing years.

There is something about seeing a great
example of faith. It gives you a head start in
life and destiny. Timothy had such a head
start. He saw faith as a young child and
faith was seen in him also.

“...when | call to remembrance the genuine
faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice,
and | am persuaded is in you also”

Il Timothy 1:5 NKJV

Generational examples build you up for
generational impact. It is easier to replicate
what you have seen. But if it has not been
seen, it is hard to replicate.

Unfortunately, the examples some saw
were terrible and that is what they are also
replicating. At times in the Chronicle of
Kings, you will see words like this:

He did evil in the sight of the Lord and
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his
sin by which he had made Israel sin.

| Kings 15:34 NKJV

And he did evil in the sight of the Lord and
followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, who had made Israel sin. He did not
depart from them.

Il Kings 13:2 NKJV

But we had the chronicles of those who
followed great examples also:

And he did what was right in the sight of the
Lord, yet not like his father David; he did
everything as his father Joash had done.

Il Kings 14:3 NKJV

Examples are powerful.
Be a great example.

Follow great examples.

CONFESSION

I am an example of godliness to my
household. My home is trained in the way of
the Lord.



WORK?>

e all sat at the table, and | told
Irewamiri that | would still need to
step out that Sunday evening. She

looked at me and said, “l don’t know about
that, dear. Sunday evenings are for us as a
family”.

| called the person | had an appointment with
and requested that we talk on the phone
briefly. Many times, | have to say to people, “I
am sorry, that day cannot work”.

No matter how busy you are, do not joke with
the time created for your family. If you have
none, create one. Your days must not be filled
with all work and no time for your spouse
and children. Soon enough, you will realise
that they are all you have got. They are the
motivation for most of what you do. Do not
take them for granted.

| read an amazing story about Jonathan
Edwards. The preacher of the classic, “Sinners
in the Hand of an Angry God”. Despite his
work as a preacher, he had a strong family
moment. He spends his evening with his wife
and eleven children. He lays hands on each of
them and prays for them daily.

Almost two hundred years after A.E. Winship,
an American Author, researched his lineage,
his discovery was amazing.

In his published study, Juke-Edwards: A study
in Education and Heredity, Winship revealed
that the one marriage of Edwards produced
an amazing lineage, including Two Hundred
and Eighty-Five College Graduates on the
Edwards family tree. The Edwards lineage
produced:

“l AM SORRY, THAT DAY CAN’T

Text: Joshua 24:15 NLT

...But as for me and my family, we will serve the LORD.

1. Three Hundred Preachers

2. Thirteen notable Authors

3. Thirteen college Presidents

4. Sixty-five college Professors

5. One hundred Lawyers and a Dean of a law
school

6. Thirty Judges

7. Fifty-six physicians (doctors) and a Dean of
medical school

8. Eighty holders of public office

9. Three United States senators

10. One Vice President of the United States
11. One Comptroller of the United States
Treasury.

(Culled from Purging Your House, Pruning
Your Family Tree by Perry Stone)

What was it that Jonathan Edwards planted?
He gave his home attention. He did not joke
with his family. He planted the seed of love,
faith and hope. What a lineage.

When last did you lay hands on your children
to pray for them? What takes your family time?
Is it just TV shows? What lasting kingdom
impact are you leaving on your seeds? What
adjustment will you make?

What day will you say to others, “I am sorry,
that day cannot work, | will be with my family?”

CONFESSION

My home is a quarry for producing
giants. | raise generationally-relevant
seeds. My seeds will serve the Lord.



28

COMMUNICATE TO BUILD YOUR
MARRIAGE, NOT BREAKIT

Text: Colossians 4:6 NLT

Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will

have the right response for everyone.

long meeting. The day | arrived was

such a huge moment with Irewamiri and
the children. Some hours later, | got an email
from my wife. | was surprised. | read through
it, and it highlighted the areas that she was
grateful for in our marriage journey.

Some time ago, | was away for a week-

She spoke about how great a husband | had
been, and | was blushing while reading the
mail. At the end of the mail, she highlighted
areas that she wanted us to work on as a
couple.

It was tough reading through the loving
“knocks and kicks.” It was easier to take in
because | had highlighted some of the areas
in self-appraisal a few days earlier.

Dear husband/wife, one person who will see
your weak spot is your spouse. You must be
willing to listen to your spouse. They may say
it in words and a tone you do not like; pick
the good intention behind their concerns and
decide to adjust accordingly.

It can be tough accepting some feedback,
but even when you fail by reacting wrongly
initially, be quick to apologize for reacting
negatively, while you then seek to understand
what is being said. It will help you both to
communicate better.

Feedback must be given in love and
proactively. There are things you should
overlook till you find the right time to talk
about it or a moment when you can talk about
it without the tone of anger or sentiments.
You must remember that it is first about your
husband or wife. Do not let issues kill the
warmth. Love each other as you talk through
the issues.

The rule is that you are either responding
or reacting. If you bottle up issues, you will
react. If you want to spill it out spontaneously,
you will also react. Know what you overlook.
Find the right time and atmosphere for a

conversation and build a strong relationship
with your words and warmth.

It will look and seem hard at the start, but keep
learning. Be quick to apologize when you are
wrong. Dear husband, do not let pride and
ego kill the warmth in your home. Beloved
wife, stop bottling up issues till you explode.

What will help improve communication
and reduce offences? You need to master
what | will call ‘the principle of intent and
interpretation.”

There is no God-fearing spouse who would
want to hurt you with their words and actions
intentionally. There are times that emotions
will take over, and they may spill over with
words like, “Do you even care?”, “Leave me
alone. | don’t want to see you,” or even “You
frustrate my life.” Words can tear into the soul
and wreak much havoc.

Also, forgiveness will be hard when a library
of hurting words and moments has been built.
You will realize that you interpret even loving
actions in the light of your hurts and offences.

Words are powerful building tools. Words can
construct or destroy! Choose what it will do in
your marriage.

Do you know you can ask God to bless you
with the right words?

“And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the
right words...”
Ephesians 6:19a NLT

CONFESSION

| use the right words in my marriage. |
communicate gracious words to my spouse.
My marriage is blessed.



DEAR PARENTS, WHAT AREYOU
PASSING ON?

Text: Psalm 112:2 NIV

Their children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the

upright will be blessed.

| got admitted to a State University in

my mid-teen years. One day, | fell ill.
Unfortunately, | was the only one around in my
flat. As my temperature rose, | got scared. It
was late in the night. But | remembered how
my Mum never permitted sickness under her
nose.

M y first time away from home was when

There was a time she returned from a
conference, and we were all not feeling fine.
She walked into our room and announced that
sickness should pack its load. We were all on
our feet that evening.

As my memory was refreshed, | began to say
under my breath, “Lord that my mother calls
on, heal me.” Miraculously, my temperature
began to drop. | slept off and woke up better
the next day. | still travelled, though, for a
medical check-up. That night, however, left an
imprint on my soul.

Dear parents, | want to ask you, what
treasures are you keeping in the heart of your
seeds? What handle do they have for stormy
days? When you are not there, do they have
an understanding of the Lord to cry out to
Him? Can they withstand the devil and his
fiery darts because they have an example in
you?

Abraham had a great testimony from the Lord:

For | have known him, in order that he may
command his children and his household after
him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do
righteousness and justice, that the Lord may
bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”
Genesis 18:19 NKJV

Abraham was a trainer. He had 318 trained
servants who were born in his house.

Now, when Abram heard that his brother was
taken captive, he armed his three hundred
and eighteen trained servants who were born
in his own house and went in pursuit as far
as Dan.

Genesis 14:14 NKJV

One of their training modules must have been
on how to call upon God when Abraham
was not there, or at least, they observed
Abraham and saw that prayer was indeed
very important.

And he said, O LORD God of my master
Abraham, | pray thee, send me good speed
this day, and shew kindness unto my master
Abraham.

Genesis 24:12 KUV

He had a handle on prayer. Do your children
see you pray? Do you teach them to pray?
Can they pray?

Another example is Joseph in Egypt. Joseph,
inthe middle of pressure, was able to withstand
that temptation. He was far from home, but
home was still reflected in his conduct and
decisions. He still had a grip on faith and a
pure walk in a very tempting environment. He
ﬁt_ood out, and the environment succumbed to
im.

What are you wiring into your seed?

You are writing an unwritten program with
your life decisions. Your seed is already
responding to it.

Show the next generation the way so they
will not derail. Pay the price it takes to ensure
they do not stray. Leave handles so life will not
become difficult. Leave the keys so they can
access the instructions that preserve. Leave
wisdom so their decisions do not eventually
leave you with worries and pain.

CONFESSION

| pass on the legacy of righteousness,
godliness and excellence to my children. My
children will serve the Lord.



GODLY PRINCIPLES FOR MARITAL
BONDING (1)

Text: Genesis 26:2, 6 NKJV

Then the LORD appeared to him and said: “Do not go down to

Egypt; live in the land of which | shall tell you...So Isaac dwelt in

Gerar.

few months before marriage,
A\;vhile sitting at the table with our
randfather in the faith, he looked
at us and said, “God is not an author of
confusion. Nothing must come between
your wife and yourself, not even the
calling. God cannot call you to Eruwa
and send your wife to England. That is
not his way of doing things.”

He went ahead and gave us instances
of marriages that fell into the pit of
confusion. They are either struggling,
separated or totally dead marriages
today.

This can look like a hard saying, but listen
carefully: If you do not agree on where to
settle, you are not ready to settle.

| had to let go of a relationship heading
to marriage because we could not agree
on location. | am grateful | did because
we are both at peace in our different
marriages today. It would have been a
storm.

| heard a beloved woman of God say to
ministers once, “This pattern of sending
your spouse to pastor in London while
you are in Lagos is strange. It is not
God’s model.” She is right! Even if you
are not a pastor, a home needs both
the man and the woman. That is divine
wisdom. We cannot be smarter than the
Holy Ghost.

When Abraham moved, Sarah did not
stay behind. Sarah also moved. Sarah
dwelt in tents with Abraham on his
journey of faith. Marriage is a covenant
relationship. Covenants are bloody. You
will at times need to sacrifice comfort.

We may not always say it- One area
where Moses had his shortcoming was
his marriage. His wife did not accept the
call to Egypt. Moses eventually married
an Ethiopian woman, who raised some
dust. Moses was also the one who
permitted divorce.

Listen- there are many patterns but
ONLY the one ordained by the Lord
will give you peace of mind, guarantee
progress and preserve posterity.

The first principle of marital bonding
is simple- God is NOT the author of
confusion.

| Corinthians 14:33 NKJV

For God is not the author of confusion
but of peace...

CONFESSION

My spouse and | are led by the Lord. We do
not settle in the wrong locations. We settle in
covenant places.



land and prosper.

omeone reached out and asked me
Sa simple question: My husband and

children have relocated. | am the only
one left in the country. | have a great job here,
and | am not too sure | want to relocate. | have
been praying to confirm if the Lord wants me
to relocate. | have not really heard from the
Lord. What should | do?

At another time, it was the man who was left
in the country. He had relocated his wife and
his children. He also had similar concerns. He
was also praying about it. He also wanted to
know what he should do.

Beloved, anytime there is confusion in a
marriage, the problem is never far-fetched. We
know that God is not an author of confusion.
So, when there is confusion in any marriage,
either both parties are not heeding the Lord,
or one person is not heeding the Lord.

Let us simplify it, do not waste time trying to
pray over what the Lord has spoken about
expressly in His word. It would be sheer
hypocrisy. There are things the Word of the
Lord is very clear about. One of them is the
place of oneness in marriage.

There is something called leaving to cleave:
Genesis 2:24 KJV

[24] Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh.

What does ‘cleaving’ mean in the Word of
God? It means to cling, abide fast together
and to follow.

Second, whenever there are issues of bonding
and staying together as one in a place, it

GODLY PRINCIPLES FOR MARITAL
BONDING (2)

Text: Psalm 37:3 NLT

Trust in the LORD and do good. Then you will live safely in the

would always be about the unwillingness of
man.
Genesis 24:5 NIV

The servant asked him, “What if the woman is
unwilling to come back with me to this land?
Shall | then take your son back to the country
you came from?”

It would be either one or both parties that are
unwilling.

What was Abraham’s this
question?

Genesis 24:6, 8 NIV

response to

“Make sure that you do not take my son back
there,” Abraham said.

If the woman is unwilling to come back with
you, then you will be released from this oath
of mine. Only do not take my son back there.”

Matters like this are best sorted in courtship.
If you wait till after marriage to have these
conversations, you are already late.

God wants you and your spouse to be one.
Your reasons for living apart may seem
genuine, but would you trust the Lord and
follow His Word fully? That strain in your union
fades away when you follow the Word with
meekness, and you let go of the unwillingness.

May your marriage stand!

CONFESSION

I cleave in all sense with my spouse. The
Word of God is our living manual. My
marriage will not fail.
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